
us and can have a depressing 

affect on each of us.  As the 

days get shorter and darker 

I hope each of you will find 

time to consider all the good 

things in your lives.  Even at 

our lowest moments we have 

much to be thankful for and 

I wish for each of us the 

strength to think of those 

things in the days ahead. 

Take Care and Stay Warm, 

Laurie 

From the Director’s Desk  

South Bend Early Learning Center 

Dear Parents & Friends of 

the Early Learning Programs, 

     Wasn’t October a beauti-

ful month?  Warm weather 

during the day, cold crisp 

nights, beautiful fall leaves, 

and colorful sunsets re-

minded me over and over 

again about how fortunate 

we are to live in the great 

northwest!   

     November is the month 

that we are reminded to be 

thankful, and I have much to 

be thankful for.  My husband 

and I have the two best 

daughters anyone could ask 

for and their husbands are 

pretty great too!  But our 

greatest gifts are the sweet 

grandchildren they’ve given 

us—Sam, Clara, Amelia, 

Grace, Noah and Luke.  

Grandchildren are great for 

the heart! 

     The other children that 

mean so much to me are 

yours.  Thank you so much 

for sharing them with us.  

There is nothing better than 

the smiles, giggles, and en-

thusiasm of the children in 

our center daily.   

     I’m also thankful for a 

great staff that works so 

hard everyday.  They truly 

care about your children and 

the experience that each 

child has at the Early Learn-

ing and Infant and Toddler 

Centers. 

     Winter will soon be upon 
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Bus iness  Name  

November 2013 

Read to your children for at least 

20 minutes a day.  It is one of the 

best gifts you can give them! 

Donations 
     We are always looking 

for lightly worn or new 

clothing, shoes and back-

packs for our center.  If 

you happen to have any of 

these items, you can drop 

them off with  Andi, Kelly, 

Angelica, Lynnea, or Prin-

cess. 

 

Flu Season is upon us! 

Please pay 

special at-

tention to 

the Early 

Learning 

Program’s 

policy re-

garding 

illnesses, and when to keep your 

children home.  We are working 

with a very special population and 

need to make sure they are pro-

tected from  contagious infec-

tions.   

IMPORTANT 

BUS INFO         

For AM 

If your child is in the 

morning class at the ELC, 

we are now loading the 

buses between 10:45 and 

10:50.  If you are planning 

on picking up your child 

from school, please arrive 

before that time or give us 

a call at 875-5327 option 1. 

Thanks. 
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Family Night Fun! 

Dawn’s Jr. Preschool  
     October has come and gone at the Jr. Preschool, and the children have been busy learn-

ing through fun and play. Through circle time, reading, music and finger play, your children 

have been working on self control, practicing social skills, literacy and language skills. Being 

with other little ones can be a challenge, as is being away from mom, dad and family: but 

with each day your children are learning greater independence and pride in accomplish-

ments. Playing with orange play dough strengthens little hands for holding crayons, markers 

and pencils. Experimenting with paint supports discovery and control. Cleaning up after 

meals and play builds self confidence. And the great part is, that it is all so much fun! Fam-

ily Night was a great success, with pumpkins for everyone to decorate. 

     November will be all about family, friends, traditions and being together. Remember to 

read with your little one every day, play games and listen to music. Learning is all about fun! 

Dawn and Andrea 

"The education of even a small child, therefore, does not aim at preparing him for school, but for 

life. " 

Dr. Maria Montessori 

Infant/Toddler Playgroup 
     What an exciting first month this has been for playgroup! We have so many families, 

that we have had to move the furniture to accommodate everyone circle time. Adults, as 

well as children, are interacting, and everyone is enjoying their time together. Spread the 

word: playgroup is fun for everyone! 

News From The Classrooms 

There will be NO PRESCHOOL on 

the following dates: 

Wednesday November 27 

Thursday November 28 

Thanksgiving 

Reminders 

Don’t forget to “Fall 

Back” 

   November 3rd is the end of 

Daylight Saving Time.  Don’t for-

get to move your clocks back one 

hour. 



Dawn’s 3’s  
    It does not seem possible that it is November already! Maybe that is be-

cause October was so much fun and your children were busy learning so much. 

     The children are becoming familiar with writing and writing tools, practicing 

straight letters and their sounds. Counting to five, and recognizing numbers 

has been hard work as well.  They are comfortable with scissors, and cut lots 

of little pieces to stuff bags, that with hard work turned into pumpkins. There 

were pumpkins everywhere! We measured, weighed, cut and compared them, as 

well as getting into the slippery, slimy insides. Who knew that toasted pumpkin 

seeds tasted so good. Family Night was a great success, with even more pump-

kins to decorate. Did your children take you on a Bear Hunt, or sing about Slip-

pery Fish? Learning through music and movement is fun for the children and 

the staff. 

     November is all about family, traditions and being together. We will con-

tinue with name and letter recognition, and supporting writing skills. Continue 

to look in folders for activities to practice at home. Count with your child, 

read books every day and bring your child into daily activities such as baking, 

cleaning and shopping, building a sense of accomplishment and pride. 

     Fall is a great time of year! 

Teacher Dawn and Andrea 

" The education of even a small child, therefore, does not aim at 

preparing him for school, but for life. " 

Dr. Maria Montessori  

     The children are learning many new skills and improving the skills they had 

when they arrived in September.  We are working hard on writing first names; 

please, remember one capital letter and the rest lower case.   

     All month, the children will be listening for letter sounds at the beginning 

of words and rhyming.  This is something fun they can do at home with you.  

Start with letters that are familiar and then begin introducing letters they 

do not know.  Learning names of family members is a fun place to start. The 

Open Court reading curriculum books are coming home.  The first book was in 

a gallon zip lock bag that can safely store all 20 of the books as they come 

home. 

     We will begin learning and practicing songs for the December “Sing Along” 

in mid-November.  Watch for a flyer with the words/music of the songs we 

will sing. Please provide many opportunities for your child to practice cutting, 

gluing, writing/drawing, naming colors, shapes, letters, sounds, and numbers 0-

20; this will build the necessary skills for success in kindergarten.  

     I will begin to meet with parents for conferences, please, 

keep your scheduled appointment or contact me to reschedule. 

Please visit our classroom or call if you have questions 

     Thanks for the opportunity to work with your child. 

Barbe, Patti, Michelle. 
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  Happy Fall! 

    The children are moving right along; learning 

and growing in knowledge.  As the weather is 

changing quickly we will be focusing on the vi-

brant colors of FALL. We will be sending home 

a small packet of leaves and finger plays for 

you to be practicing with your child. Along with 

the packet will be the weekly Alpha Tales easy 

readers for you to enjoy with your little 

reader.  

     We are coming into a time of Thanksgiving. 

We will be focusing on thankfulness, family, 

farming, and traditions. The children work 

daily on letter recognition and formation 

through varied activities. We will be sending 

home a name card with crayon for them to be 

practicing at home as well.  The children have 

shown a real interest in trees, nuts, and seeds. 

To support their curiosity and motivation we 

will plan on a fall nature walk, TBA.    

     We continue to add to their All about Me 

portfolios and still desire a family picture. 

Please send a family photo with your child to 

be added to their portfolio. We often send 

home important information along with other 

treasures they collect throughout the day/

week, so be sure to check backpacks daily. We 

have had issues with children dumping out 

their backpacks on the bus rides home. Please 

encourage them to keep their belongings in 

their backpacks.  

     We are learning many great skills, and 

learning how to make and treat friends. Chil-

dren are impulsive; please encourage them 

about appropriateness at home. Through class 

stories, “Hands are not for hitting, feet are 

not for kicking”, we are working at hands on 

our own bodies.  

     Remember, fall means chilly weather so 

warm coats and appropriate shoes are 

very important for school. 

“Fall into Preschool; Fall into learning,” 
 

Teacher Rhonda, Miss Kristy and Miss Maria 

Rhonda’s 3’s  

Barbe’s 4’s  

More News From The Classrooms 



Calendar of  Upcoming 
Events 

November 3 -  Daylight Saving Time ends (Set clocks back one 
             hour) 

November 11 - No School in honor of Veteran’s Day 

November 27 - No Preschool The district will release all           
                  students early for the Thanksgiving holiday.   

November 28-29 - No School in honor of Thanksgiving. 

December 23 - January 3- No School, Winter Break.             
             School resumes January 6th.   

South Bend Learning Center 

PO BOX 437 

SOUTH BEND, WA 98586 

South Bend Early Learning Center 

PO BOX 437 

SOUTH BEND, WA 98586 

Phone: 360-875-5327 

Fax: 360-875-5379 

Email: first initial last name@southbendschools.org 

Email: lmay@southbendschools.org 

“A Gr ea t  P la ce  fo r  K ids”  

South Bend Early Learning Center 

PO BOX 437 

SOUTH BEND, WA 98586 


